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Peter Steinbrueck was first elected to the Seattle City Council in 1997, and is now 
serving his third term, through 2007. Steinbrueck chairs the Urban Development and 
Planning Committee, which focuses on the built environment, economic development, 
comprehensive planning, and land use regulation. 
 
During his first four years on the Council, Steinbrueck chaired the Housing, Human 
Services, Education and Civil Rights Committee and later the Parks, Education, and 
Libraries committee.  In 2001, had the honor of being elected by his colleagues to serve 
as Council President, a two-year commitment.  Among his civic endeavors on the 
Council, Steinbrueck has worked tirelessly to create more affordable housing, reduce 
homelessness, improve the lives of children, and protect the environment. 
 
In 1999, the American Institute of Architects awarded Steinbrueck the Institute's Young 
Architect Award for his dedication to improving the urban environment. In 2002, 
Steinbrueck received the Public Sector Achievement Award from the National Alliance to 
End Homelessness for his commitment to reducing and preventing homelessness 
through systemic change. 
 
A former practicing architect and building contractor, Steinbrueck earned his Bachelor 
of Arts in Government (cum laude), from Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine in 1979, 
and his Master of Architecture from the University of Washington in 1987. He is a 
registered architect and active member of the American Institute of Architects (AIA). 
Peter Steinbrueck was born and raised in central Seattle. His roots are embedded in a 
family tradition of civic activism and community involvement. Steinbrueck's father, the 
late Victor Steinbrueck, was an accomplished architect, professor, and preservationist 
who spearheaded a citizens' initiative to save Seattle's beloved Pike Place Market from 
the wrecking ball of urban renewal in the late 1960's. 
 
Steinbrueck currently resides with his family in Seattle's north-end. He enjoys time with 
his wife and two young boys, camping, art, organic gardening, and cooking. 
 


